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Six organizations shared $205,000 in Affordable Housing grants in 2020. 

Serenity House, which serves as the lead housing agency for very-low-income clients in Clallam County, was awarded a $30,000 

Affordable Housing grant from First Federal Community Foundation. 

As its name suggests, Serenity House offers a place of support and safety for those seeking housing and 
shelter-whether short-term or long-term. Founded in 1983 with a mission of fighting homelessness, this 
nonprofit supports people at all stages of their housing journey, guiding them toward permanent 
housing solutions. Serenity House provides referrals, case management, shelters, youth services, and 
housing and prevention programs. 

To keep its facilities running smoothly, the Serenity House maintenance team services four apartments 
with 75 units of low-income housing, a night shelter, three offices, a youth drop-in center, and the 
agency's Thrift Store, all located across Port Angeles, Sequim, and Forks. Without a doubt, reliable 
transportation is a must. First Federal Community Foundation's $30,000 grant made it possible for 
Serenity House to replace its aged and well-traveled passenger vehicle with a new, reliable service van to 
respond to more than 150 calls per month, while also providing the maintenance team with a place to 
safely store tools and materials during and between service calls. 

The Foundation also awarded Affordable Housing grants to: 

Bayside Housing & Services: $25,000 for essential services, including transitional housing and meals, 
and case management assistance, for two Jefferson County families of three. 

Jefferson Community Foundation's Housing Solutions Network: $25,000 to protect and expand the 
availability of affordable workforce housing by training new landlords, connecting them to local lenders 
for renovations, and matching them to renters. 

Kitsap Rescue Mission: $50,000 to equip the Mission's new facility with kitchen equipment and 
appliances, shelter beds for 80, and office furnishings for case management staff. 

Lydia Place: $50,000 to build Whatcom County's Heart House, an 11-unit permanent, supportive, low­
income housing project for homeless mothers with children from prenatal through age 5. 

Parkview Services: $25,000 to provide no-cost HUD housing counseling services to prevent foreclosures 
for approximately 40 struggling homeowners in Whatcom, Kitsap, Clallam, and Jefferson Counties. 





The Foundation awarded 18 organizations a total of $155,000 of Community Support funding. 

Bainbridge Artisan Resource Network: $5,000 to provide meals to people experiencing food insecurity 

on Bainbridge Island and North Kitsap. 

Bainbridge Island Boys and Girls Clubs: $5,000 for full-day childcare services, remote learning support, 

peer connection, physical activity, and social-emotional growth opportunities. 

Blue Skies for Children: $5,000 for bicycles and helmets, school-related computers and flash drives, 

tutoring and more for approximately 40 children who are homeless, low-income, or in foster care in 

Whatcom County. 

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Olympic Peninsula: $10,000 for increased staffing, upgraded technology and 

new equipment to provide safe, educational support for more low- to moderate-income, disadvantaged 

children. 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Whatcom County: $10,000 for scholarships for 40 children from low-income families 

to receive additional academic, emotional, and social support in safe, equipped and supervised distanced 

learning sites. 

Catholic Community Services of Western Washington: $5,000 to install life-saving safety equipment, 

including ramps, grab bars, and handrails in the homes of the elderly and those with disabilities in Kitsap, 

Clallam, and Jefferson Counties. 

Communities In Schools of Whatcom County: $10,000 to increase trauma-informed tele-mentoring for 

in-risk and at-risk, homeless, and extremely low-income students. 

Kitsap Conservation District: $5,000 to provide fresh fruits and vegetables from local farms for 

distribution by the Kitsap County Food Bank Coalition, while also supporting the local farm economy. 

Kitsap Immigrant Assistance Center: $5,000 to provide rent, energy, legal and food assistance for 

immigrant families affected by COVID-19. 

Morningside: $5,000 for a skill-building, weekly job club preparing Clallam County students with 

disabilities for work, inclusion, and independence after high school graduation. 

Northwest Youth Services: $10,000 to provide mental health and substance use disorder treatment for 

Whatcom County's low-income youth and young adults experiencing housing instability and 

homelessness. 

Olympic Angels: $5,000 to engage 80 new community volunteers to provide long-term relational support 

with 30 new foster families in Jefferson and Clallam Counties. 

Puget Sound Voyaging Society's Community Boat Project: $5,000 for a job, leadership, and life skills 

training program, with paid internships for post-high schoolers in Jefferson County. 

Scarlet Road: $5,000 to increase case management hours and serve more survivors of sexual exploitation 

in Kitsap County. 

Skookum Kids: $5,000 to support weekly one-on-one mentoring for 60+ Whatcom County foster kids. 

Soroptimist International of Port Angeles Jet Set: $5,000 to provide grants to disadvantaged Clallam 

County women to improve their education, skills, and employment prospects. 

The Answer For Youth: $5,000 to provide access to computer labs, tutoring, job skills training and job 

search assistance to homeless, disadvantaged, and marginalized youth and young adults in Clallam 

County. 

Wild Bird Charity: $10,000 for nutritious, kid-friendly, easy-to-prepare weekend meals for children who 

qualify for free or reduced meals in school districts in Whatcom County. 






